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Stowe Mansion, the magnificent setting for this years CMA Conference

Editorial

Welcome to Ranger 82, the last edition of 2007. I hope
you will find the following articles provide an
interesting and insightful glimpse into the CMA, UK
open space management and international initiatives.

The CMA Conference this year was held at Stowe in
Buckinghamshire, famous as the birthplace of the
romantic landscape design movement. Tim Lidstone-
Scott gives an excellent summary of an action packed
event, which among other things looked at the future
direction of the CMA and developed a set of priorities
as a result. This is another example of your CMA
listening to your views in order to provide the best
representation in the sector.

The restoration of designed landscapes is currently all
the rage. Here Kim Beresford from Lydiard Park in
Wiltshire and Sue Ireland from Chelmsford Borough
Council detail their experiences in managing historic
parkland projects. Popularly famous as one of the V
Festival locations, Chelmsford’s Hylands Park this year
hosted the International Scout Jamboree as well. Roger
Cole was heavily involved in organising this event, and
here recounts the background and organisation that
went into making it such a success.

Still on an international theme, the European Rangers
Training Seminar was held this year in Rumania. lan
Brooker tells us about the groups visit to Retezat
National Park and how the Romanian Ranger Service
look after this beautiful corner of Europe. With just
15,000 visitors a year and an impressive list of wildlife

including bears, wolves and eagles, Retezat is the kind
of wilderness hard to find in the UK. However there
are a number of projects underway aimed at tweaking
the concept of landscape scale conservation into the
wild land model in this country. One such example is
Ennerdale in the Lake District, described here by Rachel
Oakley.

In all a varied and exciting mix of topics are presented
to us by some of the industry’s finest practitioners. T
would urge you to look at page 9 where we present
you with the opportunity to contribute to this
magazine. Why not make a new years resolution to get
involved?
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Lydiard Park

For the vast majority of readers who
have never heard of Lydiard Park, 1|
would like to introduce the property and
highlight the Park’s recent success. My
name is Kim Beresford and | have been

a warden at the park since 2006.

Lydiard Park is situated in Swindon,
Wiltshire and is the former ancestral
home of the Viscounts Bolingbroke.
The 260 acre site is owned by Swindon
Borough Council and managed by two
full time wardens. The formal Park is
home to a Palladian house, associated
church, walled garden, woodland and
pasture.

Lydiard Park is currently in the
latter stages of a £5 million landscape
restoration programme, which includes
the reinstatement of a lost lake, a unique
ornamental walled fruit and flower
garden and 18th Century coach house
for educational use. Fortunately the
council was supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund via their Public Parks
Initiative with additional funding from
national agencies, local businesses and
communities.

BACKGROUND

In 2001 the Countryside Agency chose
Lydiard Park as one of three pilot
projects, part of a national initiative to
bring about a renaissance of country
parks in Britain and initial rescue plans
were funded by the agency setting out a
seven year plan to restore the park.

Two years later Swindon Borough
Council unleashed ambitious plans to
restore the historic landscape features
and improve visitor facilities. The much

Lydiard House and Saint Mary’s Church.

Excavators clear the silt from the
lake in 2006.

A section of the restored da

needed project provided a saving grace for the run
down estate and offered a wider and more accessible
range of recreational facilities to the people of Swindon

and it’s environs. Community involvement from the
beginning was a key part of the project and gave local
people the chance to participate in focus groups and

-
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volunteering opportunities. During the
design and development works in 2004,
2000 local people were involved in the
archaeological excavations alone.

LOTTERY SUCCESS

In 2005 the Heritage Lottery Fund
awarded Swindon Borough Council

a Stage II Award of £3 million to
implement the restoration works and

in October that year excavators began
clearing and de - silting the 2.1 acre lost
lake which had become an overgrown
swamp since the demise of the dam wall
in 1911. Several thousand tonnes of silt
were removed and productively reused
around the site. Contractors were able to
save and strengthen the dilapidated dam
wall and restore the unusual castellated
stonework.

All of the muddy footpaths
throughout the entire park were
resurfaced with ‘Type 1" and a top
dressing of ‘Hoggin’ bound gravel. Man
made obstacles in the form of stiles and
kissing gates which previously hindered
less able visitors have been replaced by
more user friendly self closing gates
enabling greater access.

In the wider parkland 11,000 trees have
been planted and in the next five years
the existing woodland is being brought
back into active management including
selective thinning, coppicing and hedge-

laying.

Another addition to the park is a state of the art

£300,000 play area. The play equipment made by
Kompan has been a massive success with the public
catering for all ages. Local schools were involved in the



planning stages bringing the new
site within closer proximity to the
café and toilets. From a warden's
point of view the play area has
proved to be user friendly and easy
to maintain if not a little too busy
most of the time!

LYDIARD HOUSE

Since the recent revival Swindon
Borough Council have upgraded
access to the 18th Century Palladian
house and museum. An elegant new
porch enables full disabled access to
the State Rooms. Over the years
room settings have benefited from
public donations, bequests and grant
awards enabling historic portraits,
objects and material relating to the
history of the park to be collected,
restored and displayed. The old
stable block now provides an
updated venue for office staff,
volunteers, education and
community learning with extra
public lavatories incorporated

into the new facility.

Play equipment

THE WALLED GARDEN

In June this year the restored walled

garden was finally opened to the public and is
maintained by a team including a head gardener,
gardener, two apprentices and volunteers.

The new planting plans for the garden are based
on archaeological findings and expert historical
research. Wessex Archaeology with the help of local
volunteers undertook a full site survey and excavations
within the walled garden confirm that it was once an
18th Century ornamental flower garden. Records
included letters from the Lady of the Manor to her
gardener, illustrations painted on a 1630 glass window
and painted floral panels inside Lydiard House by
Lady Diana Spencer from the 1760’s.

TACKLING LITTER AND NUISANCE

Since the restoration works visitor numbers have
dramatically increased highlighting the projects

success. The £300,000 play park and improved access
have played a big part in this totalling an estimated
500,000 visitors per annum. As with other typical urban
fringe Parks we have serious litter and graffiti problems!

My previous experience as a Warden on many
rural sites including Malham Tarn (Yorkshire Dales),
Hatfield Forest (Essex) and Crickley Hill Country Park
(Gloucestershire) sheltered me from how bad litter can
be in urban & city parks. Currently there are two full
time wardens (Mark Eborn and myself) and one
seasonal warden.

RWE npower volunteers in the early stages of the
walled garden.

The recent addition (and much
needeég) extra litter bins have actually
curtailed litter in those places by up to
a staggering 90%! (my own estimates).
This success has actually reduced the.
time in which we spend litter picking
enabling us to concentrate on more
‘productive’ tasks. Both Mark and
myself will welcome a state of the art
voice - activation CCTV system which
is proposed to combat anti social
behaviour among teenagers in the
park which is increasing with the
usual break in’s and graffiti
bandits!

In 2008 Lydiard Park will host
CMA's south west AGM and hopefully
provide some form of training for
fellow members. In the mean time if
you are interested in a site visit or
need information on the project
please contact Lydiard House on
01793 770401; email
lydiardpark@swindon.gov.uk;
Alternatively browse our website:
www.lydiardpark.org.uk

Grounds open daily until dusk. Entry
and parking is free. Lydiard House and Walled Garden
opens Tuesdays to Sundays 10am to 5pm (4pm
November to February) and includes an admission
charge.

The Latest Lazy Dogfor
Docks, Spear thistle, Ragwort
The Lazy Chisel Hoefor
Creeping thistle, Bracken
The Super Lazy Weedhook for
Weeds in fences & hedges
Using these tools, we successfully care

for 800 acres (appiying Soil Association
standards).

We know they work.

Tel/fax 01751 417351 |





























































