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20th September 2007. Orchards – Past, Present and Future,
Bodenham Lake Nature Reserve in Herefordshire. Booking; Tim 
Green, 01432 260346. Email tgreen@herefordshire.gov.uk

2nd Oct 2007. Getting the most out of your Country Park, 
Worcester Woods Country Park, Worcester.  Booking; Kate Mustard 
or Rachel Datlen on 01905 766155.  kmustard@worcestershire.gov.uk
or rdatlen@worcestershire.gov.uk

October 9th 2007 The Thin Green Line Family and Friends 
showing, Paington Zoo 7 for 7:30 Booking; Dave Ellacott 01803 
697525, dave.ellacott@paigntonzoo.org.uk

October 17th 2007  Fungi Identification for Countryside Managers, 
Knighthays, Tiverton, Devon.  Booking, Patrick Watts-Mabbott.  
Exmoor National Park 07973727469, 
Email pwatts-mabbott@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

November 1-2nd Europarc conference Community Engagement in 
Protected Areas, newcastle upon tyne see page 18.

November date 13th Navigation Training, Practical out door day, 
bring walking equipment.  Princetown, Dartmoor.  Booking; Ella 
Briens 07711104546.

July 31st 2008 World Ranger Day.

March 2009 date TBC, 6th International Ranger Federation World 
Conference, Bolivia.
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WHAT A SUMMER

What with rain, floods, poor harvests, conferences galore and a final 
scorcher of a bank holiday to give the tourist business a badly needed 
boost it seems everyone has had a busy summer. 

I have been lucky enough to be able to attended both the Regional and 
National Study days and enjoyed them both greatly.  Ian Brooker has 
written a debrief of the Regional AGM (see page 7).  The national 
conference had a good turn out despite the mid summer date that 
stopped some members attending and the venue of Stowe Manor was 
magnificent. 

The speakers were all enthusiastic and knowledgeable, making us 
aware of financial benefits of countryside use from the IUCN figures 
that wildlife brings 4.8 billion to the UK economy and Ramblers 
Association indications that sales of outdoor clothing exceed 1 billion 
all point to the financial importance of our countryside as well the 
ecological value.

All in all an excellent conference with some invaluable contacts made 
through out the UK countryside Management industry.

I hope you’ve all enjoyed the summer 

Here’s to hoping you enjoy the…………

Send submissions to cma.souwester@yahoo.co.uk
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Opinions expressed in The Sou’Wester are those of individual members and not necessarily of the Editor, 
any other Committee Member or of the CMA.

At a recent deer walk on Exmoor attendees were amazed at something 
that put in a very rare appearance, no not the fine Red Deer of Exmoor, 
or even the distant Welsh coastline through the sea mist but low and 
behold it was round, bright yellow and in the sky.  Just to remind you 
all it is called the sun.  Yes we have certainly not seen much of it this 
year and if any of you have been affected by the torrential rain and 
flooding then I sincerely hope all is now sorting itself out. One thing is 
for sure everyone now has a view on global warming and it is the fuel of 
many a discussion in most local watering holes.  

Well a lot has been going on in the CMA, we have had another 
successful  Regional AGM down in Cornwall.  I would like to thank all 
the members that attended for making the effort and indeed making the 
day.  A huge thank you to Jeff Cherringtonfor all his hard work in 
providing the venue and organising the event.  Brian Muelaner gave us 
an excellent afternoon looking at veteran trees and tree safety.  The 
venue, the food and the training was outstanding and it was dry. So a 
big thank you to all involved.

The National AGM was held at Stowe and although I was unable to
attend Patrick Watts-
Mabbot and Dave 
Ellacott represented 
the South West 
Committee.  Please 
see the article in this
issue for more 
information.  I must 
also apologise for the 
timing of the National 
AGM as I know 
having it in the middle 
of the school holidays
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was somewhat inconvenient to many members, however it was felt that 
this was such a rare opportunity to have aconference at Stowe we had to 
seize the opportunity.   

Despite this the National AGM was well attended.  Thank you also to those 
of you who could not attend but took the time to fill out your proxy voting 
cards, this was essential to the future direction of the CMA.

In the last issue of the Sou’Wester I introduced Liz Appleton as the new 
Worcestershire Rep.   Since then Robert Nicoleshas joined the Regional 
Committee as the new Wiltshire Rep and Jenny Heskethas joined as the 
County Rep for Cornwall.  Please see Robeert and Liz’s articles of 
introduction in this issue and Jenny's will follow next time.  The South 
West Committee would like to thank them and their employers for giving 
up their time and supporting the CMA.

We have a few training days still to come throughout 2007 and I hope to 
see many of you on them.  Please circulate the dates to your work 
colleagues who are not members of the CMA to give them an opportunity 
to attend and also to promote the CMA.  Please remember that training 
courses are free to members and for non members there is a charge of £30 
however this does include 12 months subscription to the Countryside 
Management Association.  This can prove a useful aid when promoting the 
Association.

Finally I would like to wish both Alison Kent and Audrey Compton all the 
best for the future as both have been great supporters of both the 
conservation sector and the CMA.  Audrey who has recently taken early 
retirement as a Ranger for Teignbridge District Council (where I worked 9 
years ago as a trainee) was the lady along with Sian Avon that inspired me 
to persist with a career in conservation and was indeed the person who first 
introduced me to the CMA.  Audrey is now putting more time towards her 
organic farming.  Alison Kent was my Senior Ranger when I came to

Exmoor and her support and encouragement over the last five years has
been immense, for which I am very grateful.  Alison has also taken early 
retirement to spend more time with her sheep, cows and horses and of 
course husband Mark. 

So please enjoy what is left of the summer and if you need any help or 
advice regarding the CMA or Countryside Management in general then 
please contact a member of the Regional Committee.
Richard
Richard Eales
Regional Chairman
Countryside Management Association

CMA South West Regional AGM and Training Day

It makes me proud to be a member of the CMA, to have experienced 
such a good regional AGM and an excellent and educational afternoon
study tour led by an enthusiastic and knowledgeable arboriculturalist! 

However, before I go into any further detail I must mention the previous 
evening, spent with fellow CMA members on a wild, wet and windy 
Bodmin Moor.

It has been a while since a social event has been planned with the more 
serious business of the AGM but at last it had happened and I jumped at 
the opportunity when it was advertised back in late spring.  Little did I 
know then that a weekend in July could have thrown such disgusting 
weather at a small but none the less happy bunch of campers!! No 
sooner had we erected the three tents and removed what appeared to be a 
tonne of bird chit from our field than the heavens opened and, despite

��������������������
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wishful thinking, it continued to rain from then on throughout the night 
and into the next morning. Spirits, however, were not dampened, probably 
due to the abundance of grub including an enormous pile of barbequed 
(local) sausages and the usual amounts of wine and beer. 

At some indeterminate point in the proceedings, 4 out of the 6 happy 
campers decided to go for a walk into the wild unknown. It was one of 
those magical moments when no one wished to be seen to be the one to 
suggest turning back, despite overwhelming evidence that most of us 
were wet through and that the rain was getting heavier. Thank you Sarah 
for being the bravest and most sensible of us all!  Following a damp, 
soggy and wakeful night under canvas we breakfasted on bacon butties
(pasta for the veggie – sorry Dave!), packed our soggy gear and left the 
campsite. 

We arrived early at Lanhydrock only to find a bewildered receptionist
who had never heard of the CMA or Jeff Cherrington (I really did struggle 
to believe that bit). Ignoring all instructions, we walked to the main house 
through the most splendid grounds and it was only then that someone 
dared to suggest that the rain had stopped and a thing called sunshine had 
taken its place! I have to admit that the freshly brewed coffee awaiting our 
arrival was much appreciated by someone who had been sadly 
disappointed at the lack of such luxuries provided by the camp site 
caterers!!

As with all CMA meetings it was good to see a host of familiar faces but 
also to meet some new people aswell and to find out what has been 
happening in the wider world. 

The AGM was ably led by Richard Eales and it was great to hear from 
such an enthusiastic bunch of volunteers all doing their bit for the 
Association and its members. Appreciation was shown for them but I 
would also like to add mine and also a thank you to Jeff Cherrington for

organising such a great venue, menu and guide for the afternoon.

The minutes of the meeting will be circulated in due course so suffice for 
me to say that some good debate took place on various topics including 
the forthcoming National Conference and AGM which I personally feel 
is at the wrong time of year. An appropriate venue for this event is 
important but surely not at a time when most members are unlikely to 
have the chance of attending. 

Hopefully I will be proved wrong!

Following a wonderful buffet lunch we were introduced to Brian 
Muelaner, (Woodland Advisor for the National Trust SW Area) who 
was to be our guide for the afternoon training session on tree inspections 
and appropriate work especially with regard to veteran trees. I think it is 
safe to say that it was a great delight to have been able to listen to 
such a knowledgeable, amusing and enthusiastic person. He had such 
a relaxed manner, telling us all about the health and safety procedures 
used on NT Properties. He also had really good common sense and a 
realistic approach to the issues and problemssomething which came 
as a breath of fresh air to us all. 

Not at all bad for a Canadian I suppose!!

All NT properties are zoned according to the likelihood of visitors, ah,  
sorry ‘targets’, entering into key areas. Open parkland near to the main 
house, for example, is of a higher risk than say dense scrub and tree 
cover on the fringes away from paths etc. Due to a couple of recent 
fatalities caused by falling trees, the NT policy on tree inspections has 
been reviewed and tightened up as the HSE now appear to take such 
accidents far more seriously than many other hazards.  What is 
important, if things do go wrong, is to have a paper trail showing that 
inspections have been carried out which in itself is a lengthy and time 
consuming practice. Primary
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20th September 2007. Orchards – Past, 
Present and Future,Bodenham Lake 
Nature Reserve in Herefordshire.

October 2nd 2007. Getting the most out 
of your Country Park, Worcester 
Woods Country Park.

October 17th  2007  Fungi 
Identification for Countryside 
Managers, Knighthays, Tiverton, Devon

More details on page 3

inspectors have one day of training and each autumn all trees in certain 
zones have to be inspected. 

A secondary inspector, who has undergone at least two years as a
primary inspector, and a 4 day internally run course, can do follow up 
surveys with experts such as Brian making decisions on any work that 
may be required. Even this has to be done, depending on the severity of 
the problem, within a period of up to six months for the smallest works 
and immediately, along with closing off an area if deemed necessary, for 
more serious work. Property Managers are expected nowadays to be
aware of Severe Weather Warnings and take appropriate action even if it 
means closing off part or all of the property. Quite a difficult decision 
when financial considerations are taken into account as well. 

Brain certainly has a passion for his work and this was clearly illustrated 
when we were looking at the problems associated to veteran trees. These 
are incredibly important trees and therefore any necessary work on them 
carries the same importance. The wider implications of wildlife refuges, 
especially for key protected species such as bats, needs to be taken into 
consideration along with health and safety issues.

Brian also dispelled a widely held myth associated with ivy and we 
learnt that ivy berries have the highest protein content of any wild berry 
and are therefore especially important to a host of wild birds. 

I’m sure that the rest of the group would agree with me that it was a 
shame that the day had to end. I’ve never been disappointed by making 
the effort to attend such gatherings and I always leave having learned 
something new and renewed old friendships. Luckily this time, I also left 
with a clear head but then that’s another story! 
Ian (Brooker)
Senile Ranger 
Dartmoor National Park Authority     
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Hello All,

I am Rob Nicholls the New CMA rep. for Wiltshire.

How do!

So, all about me then. I like helicopters, cows, heavy metal, cows, tanks, 
cows, wildflowers, cows, anything that explodes (apart from cows), 
cows, more exploding things, and last but not least, cows. I don’t like 
chavs, and sheep; but oh so great is my fear that one day chavs and sheep 
will one day hybridise to form an all powerful race of shaveep that will 
take over the countryside cruising around in their pimped up stock 
trailers blasting out the latest monotone rubbish from snoop sheepy-
sheep!!

Since leaving Harper Adams Agricultural Collage in 2004 I have been 
working for the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.  I spent 2 years as a stockman 
on their farms in the north of the county where the cattle are managed to 
carry out grassland restoration of neutral meadows. A year ago I moved 
onto the WWT’s Landscapes for Wildlife Project, also based in the north 
of the county, but now I work more as an advisor on managing farms for 
wildlife, focusing mainly on grassland restoration. After 6 months of 
advising and not much happening I managed to let them get me a tractor, 
seed harvester and a seed drill, which is great! But now the pressure is 
on me to make it all happen!!

Look forward to meeting you all at some point, hope the sun is shining 
wherever you are.

Rob

I’m Liz Nether,

As the new county rep for Worcestershire I have been asked to write a 
few words by way of an introduction. 

I have been working in countryside management for about 10 years, 
with, as you might expect, lots of voluntary work before that.  My work 
has taken me all over southern England, but for the last 3 years I have 
been working in Worcestershire as Countryside Sites Officerfor the 
West part of the county.

In parallel, I have been a member of the CMA since 1997, going 
through the various levels until I attained full member status in 2002.  
Although my initial motive for joining was to get a reduced rate on the 
weekly jobs sheet, since then I have found that membership is 
worthwhile for other reasons too!

With the role of Worcestershire county rep becoming vacant, I thought it 
a good opportunity to contribute a bit more to the Association, as well as 
getting to know a few more of my colleagues across the Region.  It has 
been fairly painless so far, so I would encourage anyone thinking about 
filling the vacant positions to stop thinking and get in contact with 
Richard 

(we even have hobnob biscuits at meetings)!

Liz
Countryside Sites Officer, West Area
Worcester
Tel: 01905 766493
LNether@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Study Day

1514

Traditional orchards are a valuable landscape and bio 
diverse habitat as well as a source of income.

This study day will look at the issues of planting, pruning and 
maintaining an orchard, funding issuesand how Herefordshire 

Council has developed a traditional orchard at Bodenham Lake Nature 
Reserve.

In the afternoon there will be a short tour of an award winning local 
cider maker looking at one possible end use of fruit.

Speakers: 
Chris Fairs, Grower’s Manger, Bulmers

Dave Marshall, Consulant, Bulmer’s Foundation
Geoff Newman, Natural England

James Bisset, Herefordshire Council

Please book your place
Location – Bodenham Lake Nature Reserve, Herefordshire 

Grid ref SO 527513
Date– 20th September 2007 

Time 10am – 4pm
Contact – Tim Green, Countryside Ranger, Parks & Countryside 

Service, Herefordshire Council 01432 260346.
Email tgreen@herefordshire.gov.uk

Please bring a packed lunch

CMA Members – FREE
Non CMA Members  £30.00 (includes 1 year membership)

The day will include 

•Fungus foray.  A walk around the woods in the grounds of Knighthays
Court identifying and collecting fungi as we go.
•Illustrated talk. Covering identification tips, different species, Fungi  
life cycle and useful facts and stories to make fungi more accessible to 
the general public.

The day is suitable for beginners with limited knowledge of fungi and 
should give attendees the confidence to run fungi days, and carry out 
basic surveys on their own sites. Fungi experts are welcome to share 
knowledge and increase their experience.

Location – Knighthays Court  Tiverton (Jct 27 M5)

On

17th October  2007
10am – 4pm

For more information and booking
Contact – Patrick Watts-Mabbott.  Exmoor National Park 07973727469

Email pwatts-mabbott@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Lunch can be purchased from the NT restaurant on site

CMA Members – FREE
Non CMA Members  £30.00 (includes 1 year membership)
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Thankfully this training day could be held indoors as rain persisted for 
most of the day. Four people could not attend due to the recent floods in 
Gloucestershire. However the leaders John Porter and Phil Armshaw
both managed to make it down from the Midlands, arriving in good
spirits and armed with various interesting looking bags.  What fun and 
games were going to emerge from within?

You could tell this was going to be a different training day when 
everyone was told they had 5 minutes to finish their welcome cuppa, put 
the chairs away and all sit on the floor in a circle.  Let the regression 
begin!

contact and trust.  We learnt a great game to make children not always 
stand by their friends or to mix up the boys from the girls. Everyone
formed a tight circle, raised their right hand into a fist and held it in the 
centre.  Then everyone closed their eyes and covered one of the other 
fists in the centre with their left palm. 

Then with eyes open and without releasing the hands with the people we 
had been linked to we had to work as a team to try and unravel into a 
circle.  It is harder than it sounds and is aptly named The Knot.

An excellent prop from the day was definitely the parachute.  This 
colourful circle of very strong fabric kept us busy for an hour or more.  
Apart from the games that can be played on it, around it, under it or 
wrapped in it, it has many other benefits.  The circle can act as a focus 
point, protection from the ground, a boundary to keep children contained 
in one area or as a clean and inclusive place to all have lunch on.  It is 
quite unadvisable however within a confined room for someone (Ian 
Brooker) to throw a cuddly owl into the centre of the parachutewhilst 
the group are wildly flapping it up and down.  The object does tend to 
get fired with some speed and force up through the roof ceiling tiles.   
Gasps of “the brand new visitor centre!” were unnecessary as it was 
quickly fixed.

Hopefully apart from enjoying being big kids for a day, everyone learnt 
something from the day and will be taking away a few new ideas for 
their own environmental educational programmes.

Sarah Gibbs

We started with various warm up games that were used to discover each 
others names and also games to slowly introduce the idea of physical
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Worcestershire County Council which manages two Green Flag Award-
winning Country Parks is hosting an seminar aimed at helping managers get 
the most out of their Country Parks on Tuesday 2nd October at Worcester 
Woods Country Park. 

The programmewill include a brief history of Country Parks followed by an 
introduction to the new CPN Country Park criteria before focusing on 
specific projects at Worcester Woods Country Park covering community 
engagement(including visitor surveys, working with volunteers, and 
health walks), income generation(including a café tenancy, room and 
BBQ hire and timber sales), biodiversity (including woodland and 
grassland management, grazing and orchard restoration), information and 
interpretation (including guided walks, interpretative panels, leaflets, 
plasma screen TVs and interactive multimedia) and getting recognition for 
your Country Park (including Green Flag, Local Area Agreements and 
making links with the Lyons Report). 

The programmewill include a guided walk round the park and refreshments 
and lunch are included.

The cost of the seminar is £30 but Countryside Management Association 
members will receive a £5 discount. 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided. 

For more information please contact Kate Mustard or Rachel Datlen on 
01905 766155 kmustard@worcestershire.gov.uk
rdatlen@worcestershire.gov.uk
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12
The CMA is the largest organisation of its kindrepresenting 
professionals engaged in countryside and urban greenspace 
management throughout England and Wales 

Formed in 1966, CMA links professionals working in a range of 
environments from Urban and Country Parks to National Parks, Local 
and National Nature Reserves and other protected areas. 

Members are employed in a variety of different roles from Rangers and 
Wardens to Project Officers, Rights of Way Officers and Ecologists and 
for a variety of organisations including Local Authorities, National 
Park Authorities, the Forestry Commission, National Trust, Wildlife 
Trusts, Water Authorities and Natural England.

CMA’s diverse membership is linked by common themes such as 
conservation management, information and interpretation, 
environmental education, sustainability, social inclusion, recreation 
management and environmental protection.

CMA aims to:
-Be an effective and professional membership organisation offering a 
structure for continuing professional development.

- Promote professional and sustainable development of the countryside 
and urban greenspace.

-Inform the decision making process of organisations involved in the 
management of the countryside and urban greenspace.

- Provide information, training and authoritative comment on 
countryside and urban greenspace issues.

����������	��

83%

One of the most traditional periods of the year where 
in many years the Atlantic brings gales and heavy 
rain/sleet or snow back to the UK during the festive 
week. 

31 
Dec

25
Dec

56%

The pre-Christmas period brings the winter solstice 
and also a traditionally quiet and frosty period of the 
year as high pressure dominates the weather. Gales 
still possible in Northern areas.

24 
Dec

18
Dec

98%

A wet and windy period of the year usually as cyclonic 
systems move in from the Atlantic, the two most 
stormy periods are 25th - 29th November and 6th -
12th December.

10 
Dec

25
Nov

65%
A traditionally settled period as high pressure settles 
over the UK bringing quiet, foggy weather to the UK.

24 
Nov

14
Nov

100%

This period is known as the 'Autumn Rains or 
Continental Trains' as the period starts wet and windy 
with gales from 26th-29th however high pressure 
sometimes builds from the East on the 30th.

13 
Nov

24
Oct

67%A traditionally settled period as high pressure builds 
and crosses the UK.

20
Oct

16
Oct

67%
Again, a wet and windy period of the year bringing 
more Autumn gales to the UK.

12 
Oct

5 O
ct

60%
The Atlantic starts to return more Autumn storms 
during this period, the period around 23rd/24th is liable 
to gales.

24 
Sep

18
Sep

87%
The 'Old Wives Summer' begins as high pressure 
crosses the UK en route to Siberia bringing a period of 
3 or 4 fine days followed by showers.

17
Sep

1 
Sep

If you have any comments on the usefulness or 
accurateness or otherwise of the Long range 
forecast email the editor



A chance for your feedback……….
Change of Details:
Name:

Membership Number:

Address:

Tel: 
E-mail:
ALSO:

We would welcome your views and comments on the following:
•Would you be willing to run a training day for the CMA or are there 
any training needs you would like us to cover?
•Details:

•Would you be interested in attending a CMA South West Region social 
gathering – if so any ideas??
(e.g. site visits, interesting projects, BBQ, skittles, sports challenge)

•Any other comments:

Alternatively – contact your County Rep.

We need YOU to find one extra person to join CMA to help safeguard 
our future. Show them your copy of Sou’wester and Ranger magazines, 
ask them to visit our website to see the prospectus and give them a copy 
of the application form on the back cover of this newsletter.
RETURN TO: Regional Chair, details on the inside front cover.22 23

Membership Categories:-
Accredited Member:
Open to individuals who have:
1. Satisfied relevant occupational standards at level 3 or above, or 

successfully completed the competence assessment form and
2. Experience in paid employment within the industry at an 

appropriate level for at least three years and a qualification at 
or above HND level

Subscription: £50 (if your employer is not a Corporate Member)
£40 (if your employer is a Corporate Member)

Associate Member:
Open to individuals working in the countryside or urban greenspace 

management (eligibility based upon job description)
Subscription: £30 (if your employer is not a Corporate Member)

£24 (if your employer is a Corporate Member)

Affiliate Member:
Open to anyone with an interest in countryside or urban greenspace 

management
Subscription: £30 (waged & not employed by a Corporate Member)

£24 (waged & employed by a Corporate Member) 
£20 (unwaged and not employed by a Corporate Mem-

ber)
£16 (unwaged and employed by a Corporate Member)

Corporate Member:
Open to employing organisations, training bodies and educational

establishments
Subscription: Please contact Writtle College for details (contacts 

inside front cover)
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PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS AND BLACK INK
ALL INDVIDUAL CATEGORIES

Title____________________Surname__________________   
Forenames__________________________________
Home address (or address for correspondence)
Address_________________ Town__________________

County__________________Postcode________________

Telephone (H)____________(W)___________(Fax)___________

e-mail________________________________________________

Membership category applied for (tick one only)                 
Accredited Member       Associate Member Affiliate Member

CORPORATE AND BUSINESS CATEGORIES

Contact name:
Title____________________Surname__________________   
Forenames__________________________________
Home address (or address for correspondence)
Address_________________ Town__________________

County__________________Postcode________________

Telephone (H)____________(W)____________(Fax)___________

e-mail________________________________________________ 
Membership category applied for (tick one only)                 
Corporate Member Business Supporter

Number of employees or students that you estimate may 
wish to join in their own right (Corporate members only)

NB  Please count volunteers as employees              
The membership year is from 1st April-31st March
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